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LOVEDEAN

Planners have doubts 
about power plans as 
location is questioned
AN ENERGY firm which is keen 
on building a massive power 
facility on open land near Loved-
ean will need to provide proof 
to planners that other sites 
have been considered.
Planners are unconvinced 
that land south and west of 
the Lovedean Substation is 
the best place for a converter 
station judging by the con-
tents of a recent report.

They’ve also told Aquind 
bosses that they will need 
to produce an Environment 
Impact Assessment (EIA) 
as part of its scheme to link 
the substation to the French 
power grid via underground 
cables.

The firm behind the 

£1.2bn scheme asked East 
Hampshire District Council 
(EHDC) if they would need 
to produce an EIA when they 
submit their full planning 
application.

Their plan to boost the 
UK’s power options is to 
lay under sea cables from a 
power station near Le Havre 
to a landing site at Eastney in 
Portsmouth.

A further 20km of cables 
will be laid between the 
coastal site and the proposed 
converter station in Loved-
ean.

The cable route from 
Waterlooville to Lovedean or 
the site of the station has yet 
to be confirmed but it’s clear 
Aquind will need to provide 
a lot more information if the 
scheme is to progress in East 
Hampshire due to the “ab-
sence of details”.

Furthermore, planners 
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also appear unconvinced 
that the elevated rural site is 
the best place for the facility 
given its potential impact on 
groundwater supplies, the 
landscape and open country-
side.

The report states: “Evi-
dence must be submitted 

question of whether alterna-
tives further south of Loved-
ean may be more suitable.”

The EHDC report also 
states that the development 
area is rich in wildlife with 
the proposed cable route 
through Denmead Meadows 
being a stand-out case due 

demonstrating what alterna-
tive sites for the converter 
have been considered that 
may have a less sensitive im-
pact on the environment.

“It is understood a pos-
ition close to the substation 
is required so as to reduce 
the length of DC cables be-
tween the converter and the 
substation.

“However, similar sys-
tems at Daedalus and the 
FAB link in east Devon com-
prise much greater lengths 
of DC cables – approximately 
5km in the case of the FAB 
link – and that raises the 

to its nature conservation 
value.

It’s also currently being 
considered by Natural Eng-
land for designation as a Site 
of Special Scientific Interest 
(SSSI), while there’s a possi-
bility the rare Bechstein 
bat could live in woodlands 
around the site.

The report added: “Hazel 
dormouse is highly likely to 
occur within hedgerows in 
the agricultural land within 
the area, and there is a re-
cent record from woodland 
immediately adjacent to the 
Lovedean substation.”
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Campaigners 
criticise council 
over approval
DISMAYED campaigners 
have accused planners of not 
“looking at the bigger picture” 
after giving an energy firm the 
green light to build on a field in 
Lovedean.
Residents are still fuming 
with East Hampshire Dis-
trict Council (EHDC) for 
approving plans to build an 
energy storage system on 
agricultural land south of 
the Lovedean substation.

The application – which 
includes 40 containers, 
each housing a battery, sub-
stations and a brick building 
– was unanimously approved 
by the EHDC’s planning 
committee last month.

The decision has since 
been labelled “disappoint-
ing” by members of residents 
action group, Action to Pro-
tect the Living Environment 
Around Lovedean/Denmead 
(APLEAL), given the signifi-
cant objections raised.

Members are also un-
happy that the Anesco Ltd 
application was approved 

despite the fact the first 
application allegedly con-
tained “many inconsisten-
cies and inaccuracies”.

“There were a large 
number of very legitimate 
objections raised,” said Jer-
emy Warren, chairman of 
APLEAL, in a statement.

“But nonetheless, the 
council still agreed to this 
development.

“It’s particularly dis-
appointing that they have 
allowed yet another de-
velopment through in the 
same small area, which has 
already seen an extension 
to the Lovedean substation 
and the construction of a 
large solar field in recent 
years.”

Protestors were also un-
happy that plans to build an 
interconnector station at a 
yet-to-be determined site 
close to the substation were 
also not considered.

The station will be part 
of the Aquind project to 
connect the substation with 
the French power grid but 
as an application has not yet 
been submitted, the Anesco 
application has to be con-
sidered on its own merits.

Mr Warren added: “We 
have the even larger Aquind 
interconnector project 
looming on the horizon.

“The council is only 
choosing to look at each 
proposal separately, rather 
than the detrimental effects 
of all the projects combined, 
which is utterly nonsens-
ical.

“This is large-scale in-
dustrialisation of an area 
of beautiful Hampshire 
countryside just outside the 
South Downs National Park 
and it simply has to stop.”

People who attended the 
EHDC hearing heard the 
energy storage facility west 
of Broadway Lane would 
be screened by a variety of 
trees and would primarily 
act as a back-up station.

No one seconded a mo-
tion for rejection, put for-
ward by Councillor Ferris 
Cowper, during the EHDC 
Planning Committee meet-
ing. 

APLEAL is keen to hear 
from potential members 
or anyone who would like 
more information. For more 
details e-mail: apleal2018@
gmail.com
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